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Congress passes the Clean Air Act of 1970, requiring a 90%
reduction in emissions in new autos by 1975. President Richard
Nixon establishes the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA),
giving it authority to regulate motor vehicle pollution.

1975
Congress approves the Energy Policy and Conservation Act,
which sets the first fuel economy goals. Catalytic converters
and unleaded gasoline alleviate health concerns.

1981
New cars come fully into compliance with the standards
required by the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1977. Most sport
three-way catalytic converters with on-board computers and
oxygen sensors.

1990
Congress amends the Clean Air Act, further lowering
tailpipe-emission standards and requiring cleaner fuels.

										 1996
The EPA completes its 25-year mission to ban lead in gasoline.
General Motors releases the first mass-produced, all-electric
car, the EV1.

1999
An EPA program allows automakers to certify vehicles in all
states to more stringent California emissions standards. The
EPA, for the first time, issues tailpipe-emission standards for
sports utility vehicles and light-duty trucks. The agency also
lowers allowable sulfur in gasoline to reduce air pollution.
The Honda Insight becomes the first mass-produced hybrid
electric vehicle sold in the U.S.

2003
American entrepreneurs Martin Eberhard and Marc
Tarpenning found Tesla Motors (now Tesla Inc.) to produce
luxurious electric vehicles.

2007
The EPA establishes final regulations to reduce emissions of
toxic pollutants, including benzene, from vehicles.

2010
The EPA and the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
establish the first national program to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions while boosting fuel economy for vehicles.
General Motors’ Chevy Volt becomes the first mass-produced
plug-in hybrid electric vehicle sold in the U.S. Nissan begins
selling the mass-produced all-electric LEAF in the U.S.

2012
The EPA and the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration widen a national program to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions while boosting fuel economy for
vehicles made through 2025.

2014
The EPA finalizes vehicle gasoline standards, emission
standards for new vehicles and sulfur levels in gasoline.

2021
Nearly every major auto manufacturer — including General
Motors and Ford — sells plug-in hybrid and all-electric
vehicles in the U.S.
General Motors, the latest manufacturer to make an
announcement about electric vehicles, promises a fleet
of entirely zero-emission cars and trucks by 2035.
President Biden proposes a $174 billion investment in
factories that make electric vehicles and batteries or
supply them.
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